https://www.thedailyjagran.com/india/50-years-of-noida-how-a-cluster-of-villages-turned-into-uttar-
pradesh-economic-powerhouse-jagran-special-10308336

50 Years Of Noida: How A Cluster Of
Villages Turned Into UP's Economic
Powerhouse

50 Years Of Noida: Once a quiet cluster of 36 dusty villages along the banks of the Yamuna, this land
has transformed into a dazzling urban landscape of skyscrapers, expressways, and endless possibilities,
what we now know as Noida. When the New Okhla Industrial Development Authority (NOIDA) was
established on April 17, 1976, few could have imagined that this barren stretch would one day emerge as
the economic powerhouse of Uttar Pradesh.

Fifty years on, as Noida celebrates its Golden Jubilee, it stands not merely as a city but as a living
chronicle of modern India's growth story. Like a sapling that has grown into a towering tree, it now
shelters millions, offering homes, livelihoods, and opportunities, while continuously scripting new
chapters of development and innovation.

From world-class infrastructure and seamless connectivity to booming industries, premier educational
institutions, and vibrant urban culture, Noida's journey is a testament to vision, planning, and relentless
progress. In this special edition, we take you through 40 defining milestones of Noida's evolution and
introduce 10 remarkable visionaries who played a pivotal role in shaping the city's identity and success.
1. Pioneer of Expressways in Uttar Pradesh

Noida holds the distinction of giving Uttar Pradesh its first access-controlled expressway, the Yamuna
Expressway. Stretching 189 km from Noida to Agra and opened in 2012, it revolutionised travel between
Delhi, Mathura, and Agra, while also improving connectivity to Lucknow, Madhya Pradesh, and
Rajasthan.

2. Noida-Greater Noida Expressway

A seamless urban corridor that allows smooth, signal-free travel, directly connecting Greater Noida with
Delhi and forming a vital link to the Yamuna Expressway.

3. DND Flyway

The DND Flyway acts as a crucial lifeline between Noida and Delhi, providing easy access to key
institutions like AIIMS, 11T, and IGI Airport.

4. Faridabad-Noida-Ghaziabad (FNG) Expressway

Partially operational, this corridor aims to significantly boost inter-state connectivity once fully
completed.

5. Elevated Roads
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Two major elevated corridors (Sector 60-28 and Sector 40-83) have eased internal congestion, with the
Chilla Elevated Road further set to decongest Delhi-Noida borders.

6. Proposed Yamuna Elevated Corridor

A 30-km corridor planned from Okhla Barrage to Yamuna Expressway will enhance connectivity to the
upcoming airport.

Metro & Rail Connectivity
7. Blue Line Metro Expansion

Delhi Metro reached Noida in 2009 and was later extended to Electronic City in 2019, integrating with
the Magenta Line at Botanical Garden for airport connectivity.

8. Aqua Line Metro
Connecting Sector 51 to Depot Station in Greater Noida, with future expansion planned toward Bodaki.
9. Rapid Rail Proposal

A 73-km rapid rail corridor is proposed to connect Ghaziabad with Noida International Airport, promising
high-speed urban transit.

10. High-Speed Rail Corridor

Noida will feature on the Delhi—Varanasi bullet train route, with a station at Sector 148, drastically
reducing travel time.

11. Bodaki: Future Rail Hub

Set to become a major railway terminal with 13 platforms, connecting over 70 trains to eastern India.

12. Dedicated Freight Corridor

Bodaki will also serve as a junction for eastern and western freight corridors, boosting industrial logistics.
13. Multi-Modal Logistics Hub

An Rs 8,000 crore project under the Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor will integrate rail, road, and
warehousing infrastructure.

14. Noida International Airport

The Noida International Airport aims to become Asia’s largest airport, with net-zero emissions and
massive passenger capacity.

Sports & Global Events



15. Formula 1 & MotoGP Venue

The Buddh International Circuit hosted Formula 1 races (2011-13) and MotoGP in 2023, placing Noida
on the global motorsports map.

16. Cricketing Identity

The Shaheed Vijay Singh Pathik Sports Complex is an ICC-recognized ground and has hosted
international matches, including Afghanistan’s home fixtures.

17. Olympic Dreams

Infrastructure planning is underway to potentially host future Olympic events.

Education & Innovation

18. Hub of Private Universities

Noida boasts over 150 colleges and multiple private universities, attracting students from 20+ countries.
19. Knowledge Parks

With five dedicated Knowledge Parks, the city is a major education hub, home to institutions like Amity
University and Sharda University.

20. Al Centre at Gautam Buddha University

A first-of-its-kind Al center will foster innovation in machine learning, deep learning, and data analytics.
Healthcare Excellence

21. Child PGI Super-Speciality Hospital

A leading pediatric care center offering advanced treatments, including bone marrow transplants.

22. Incubation Centre at GIMS

The Government Institute of Medical Sciences supports healthcare startups and clinical innovations.

23. Medical Device Park
A major boost to the ‘Make in India’ initiative, manufacturing advanced healthcare equipment.
Economic Engine & Industry

24. Growth Engine of $1 Trillion Economy Goal



Noida plays a pivotal role in Uttar Pradesh's ambitious economic targets with investments in Al,
semiconductors, and data centers.

25. GST Leader

Gautam Buddh Nagar consistently ranks among the top districts in GST collection in Uttar Pradesh.
26. Garment & Fashion Hub

Thousands of garment units support global fashion brands under the ODOP scheme.
27. Five Industrial Authorities

A unique district with five industrial bodies, ensuring robust governance and planning.
28. Employment Through Industrial Parks

Apparel, MSME, and handicraft parks are generating massive employment opportunities.
29. IT & Corporate Hub

Noida has evolved into a major IT destination with global companies operating here.
30. Al City & Semiconductor Vision

Cutting-edge tech projects are shaping Noida as a futuristic innovation hub.

31. Upcoming Film City

A new film city in Greater Noida aims to rival Mumbai’s entertainment industry.
Smart City & Urban Living

32. Integrated Industrial Township

Part of the Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor, designed as a sustainable smart city.

33. Smart Surveillance & Infrastructure

City-wide CCTV, Wi-Fi parks, and digital systems enhance safety and convenience.
34. Online Building Approvals

Fast and transparent approvals within 30 days via digital platforms.

Green Spaces & Culture

35. Dalit Prerna Sthal



Rashtriya Dalit Prerna Sthal is a major cultural and recreational landmark.

36. Biodiversity & Eco Parks

Expansive green zones and innovative waste-to-art parks promote sustainability.
37. Botanical Garden & Okhla Bird Sanctuary

The Okhla Bird Sanctuary hosts 300+ bird species, while botanical gardens preserve rare flora.
38. Shaheed Smarak

A tribute to India’s brave soldiers and a symbol of national pride.

Modern Skyline & Lifestyle

39. Supernova — NCR's Tallest Tower

Supernova Spira stands as an architectural marvel, redefining Noida's skyline.
40. Malls & Nightlife

From shopping destinations like DLF Mall of India to nightlife hubs like Gardens Galleria Mall, Noida
offers a vibrant urban lifestyle comparable to Delhi and Gurugram.

Visionaries Behind Noida's Rise

Sushil Chandra Tripathi — First CEO, envisioned a city for 5 lakh residents
Ashok Chaturvedi — Industrial pioneer

Ashok K Chauhan — Education visionary

Dr Purshotam Lal — Pioneer in interventional cardiology

Mahesh Sharma — Healthcare & political leadership

Ram Sutar — Creator of Statue of Unity

Dr Ajay Tyagi — Healthcare entrepreneur

PK Gupta — Education leader

BL Gaur — Real estate developer

Maitreyi Pushpa — Renowned literary voice



